
 

ADRIENNE MINH-CHÂU LÊ, JULIA KONIECZNA, KATHRIN FISCHER 

 

 

CCOOUUNNTTEERRAACCTTIINNGG  

              HHAATTEE  SSPPEEEECCHH    

AAGGAAIINNSSTT  LLGGBBTT  PPEEOOPPLLEE      

      

HHuummaanniittyy  iinn  AAccttiioonn  PPoollaanndd    

PPiilloott  PPrroojjeecctt  

H U M A N I T Y  I N  A C T I O N  P O L A N D  F E L L O W S H I P  2 0 1 4  



 

 

 

I. HATE SPEECH AGAINST LGBT PEOPLE IN POLAND 

 

Freedom of speech and expressionFreedom of speech and expressionFreedom of speech and expressionFreedom of speech and expression are fundamental human rights that 

have found their legal manifestation within the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (1948), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(1966), the European Convention on Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms (1950), and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 

the European Union (2009). These freedoms are guarantees for a pluralistic 

society and for the concept of citizenship in a committed democracy.  

 

 

 

 

After the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1991 and the birth of democracy in Poland, 

freedom of speech and its limitations also became an issue in the country. 

IdentityIdentityIdentityIdentity----based hate speech against LGBT and based hate speech against LGBT and based hate speech against LGBT and based hate speech against LGBT and nonnonnonnon----heterosexual peopleheterosexual peopleheterosexual peopleheterosexual people has 

become widespread and severe. 

Important questions arise in modern democratic societies about the limitations limitations limitations limitations 

on the freedom of speechon the freedom of speechon the freedom of speechon the freedom of speech. Should there be limits on this fundamental freedom? 

To what extent should hateful speech be tolerated? 

 

Hate speech against 
LGBT and non-hetero-

sexual people receives the 

highest acceptance 

among Poles when 

compared to hate speech 

against other stigmatized 

groups such as Jews, 

Ukrainians, Romani people, 

Black People, and Muslims. 

(National Opinion Poll on Hate 
Speech in Poland 2014) 

 

“Hate speech covers all “Hate speech covers all “Hate speech covers all “Hate speech covers all 

forms of expressionforms of expressionforms of expressionforms of expressionssss    

which which which which spread, incite, spread, incite, spread, incite, spread, incite, 

promote or justifypromote or justifypromote or justifypromote or justify    racial racial racial racial 

hatred, xenophobia, antihatred, xenophobia, antihatred, xenophobia, antihatred, xenophobia, anti----

semitism or other forms semitism or other forms semitism or other forms semitism or other forms 

of hatred based on of hatred based on of hatred based on of hatred based on 

intolerance.”intolerance.”intolerance.”intolerance.”    

(Council of Europe)(Council of Europe)(Council of Europe)(Council of Europe)    

Homophobic hate speech is encountered by young 

people mainly on the Internet (77%) and with friends 

(65%) (National Opinion Poll on Hate Speech in Poland 2014). 

During their schooling, 91% of all respondents in Poland91% of all respondents in Poland91% of all respondents in Poland91% of all respondents in Poland 

had heard or seen negative comments or conduct 

because a schoolmate was perceived to be LGBT. 

(EU LGBT Survey 2013, respondents identified as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender) 

Forms of homophobic hate speech include direct 

speech and also indirect use of speech through 

online and offline media.  



 

 

II. INNOVATIVE CAMPAIGNS COUNTERACTING HATE SPEECH 

AGAINST LGBT PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 

 

Innovative Strategies of counteracting hate 

speech against LGBT in various countries: 

 

Stand Up! Don’t Stand 

For Homophobic 

Bullying! 

Poster CampaignsPoster CampaignsPoster CampaignsPoster Campaigns    

Videos/Short Films 

Memorial Days 

Educational Campaigns 

Public Service Announcements 

Legal 
Change 

ArtArtArtArt    

ProjectsProjectsProjectsProjects    



 

 

 

III. THE ROLE OF REFLECTION IN OUR CAMPAIGN TO COUNTERACT 

HATE SPEECH AGAINST LGBT PEOPLE (PART 1) 

In the spirit of 

curiosity and 

questioning, … 

… we named our 

campaign:  WhoIsAsking? 
 

In an effort to counteract homophobia and 

transphobia in Warsaw, our team developed a 

campaign focused on the self-reflection 

about sexuality and gender identity. 
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Our Strategy: 

QuestioningQuestioningQuestioningQuestioning 

existing beliefs 

about gender 

identity  

and  

sexual orientation 

 

Through the visually-driven medium of street art, 

we drove people to ask themselves questions like…  



 

 

 

III. THE ROLE OF REFLECTION IN OUR CAMPAIGN TO COUNTERACT 

HATE SPEECH AGAINST LGBT PEOPLE (PART 2) 

  

With a topic as sensitive as gender and 

sexuality, we believe that the best way to 

begin counteracting prejudice and hate speech 

is to encourage encourage encourage encourage curiosity and reflectioncuriosity and reflectioncuriosity and reflectioncuriosity and reflection, to 

carefully break open the taboo, and to address 

the lack of knowledge among the general 

public about this topic by simply providing 

information.  

 

    

Our street posters and graffiti directed people to our 

social media campaign online through which they can 

learn more about gender and sexuality. 
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www.WhoIsAsking.com 



 

 

IV. CAMPAIGN IMPACT 

 

In just a couple of weeks, we were able to reach 

thousands of people by bringing our message 

directly to the city of Warsaw. Our website and 

Facebook page can be a source of information.  

 

 

 

 

We hope that we have stirred questions in people’s 

minds and helped to encourage a deeper 

understanding of sexuality and gender, and that 

this will help to dispel the misconceptions that give 

rise to so much hate speech. 

 

www.WhoIsAsking.pl 

 

 

 

800 Views800 Views800 Views800 Views    

38 %  34 %            11 % 

           

 

PolishPolishPolishPolish    
EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    GermanGermanGermanGerman    

average average average average 

session session session session 

duration:duration:duration:duration:    

5 min 14 5 min 14 5 min 14 5 min 14 

secondssecondssecondsseconds    
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This campaign was conducted within the 

framework of Humanity in Action Poland 

“Incubator of Ideas” project, which has 

been financially supported by: Foundation 

“Remembrance Responsibility and Future” 

(EVZ), Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic 

of Poland, and the Citizens for Democracy 

Programme which is financed by the EEA 

Funds. The campaign reflects the opinions 

of the authors of the respective multimedia 

elements and articles. 

Useful Websites 
 

 

 

 

 

 

W W W . W H O I S A S K I N G . P L  

Kampania Przeciw Homofobii (PL):   http://www.kph.org.pl/   

Lambda Warszawa (PL):   http://www.lambdawarszawa.org/  

No Hate Speech Movement (Europe):   http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/  

Human Rights Campaign (US):   www.hrc.org  / www.hrc.org/CallItOut  / www.welcomingschools.org  

GLSEN (US):   http://www.glsen.org/   / http://action.glsen.org/page/s/selfies   / http://www.thinkb4youspeak.com/   

http://glsen.org/nonamecallingweek   / http://glsen.org/safespace 

BeLonGTo (IR):   http://belongto.org/ 

LeedsUniUnion LGBT (UK):   http://www.leedsuniversityunion.org.uk/campaigns/lgbthistorymonth/  

Lesben- und Schwulenverband (D):   http://www.lsvd.de   /    http://www.artikeldrei.de/ /  http://www.100mensch.de/  

ISMSS (CA):   http://www.nohomophobes.com/#!/today/  

NOH8 (US):   http://www.noh8campaign.com/ 

It Gets Better Project: http://www.itgetsbetter.org/  

 

Julia, Adrienne and Kathrin 

(at the Equality Parade in 

Warsaw, Poland, June 2014) 


